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Abstract

The waters of South and Southeast Asia have historically been a prolific breeding
ground for a variety of organized crimes that fall under the umbrella of maritime
domains. In the contemporary geopolitical landscape, the menace of terrorism has
escalated, exhibiting a marked tendency towards global proliferation. This
phenomenon is compounded by the acquisition of advanced and efficient
instruments by terrorist groups, thereby expanding the scope and diversifying the
nature of terrorism. Notably, maritime spaces have become a focal point of concern,
as terrorist activities have permeated these domains, underscoring the need for
comprehensive and proactive responses to address this global threat. Maritime
terrorism, particularly in regions where other forms of maritime crime are prevalent,
constitutes a grave threat to peace and security at sea due to the emergence of
criminal linkages among perpetrators. The organized nature of these crimes
necessitates collective efforts to combat them effectively. In this regard, the role of
regional international organizations in countering maritime terrorism is
indisputable. This article employs a descriptive-analytical approach to evaluate the
performance of selected organizations active in South and Southeast Asia in
combating maritime terrorism. The article assesses the strengths, weaknesses, and
challenges of these organizations. The findings indicate that, while the activities of
these organizations are necessary, they remain inadequate. The most significant
challenge in this domain is the absence of collective regional strategies.
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2. SAARC Regional Convention on suppression of Terrorism 1987 (SRCST)
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1 .Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral technical and Economic Cooperation
(BIMSTEC)

2. Bangkok Declaration 1997

3. BIMSTEC Convention on Cooperation in Combating International Terrorism, Transnational
Organized Crime and lllicit Drug Trafficking 2009 (BIMSTEC Convention)
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1. 2016 Outcome Document for outline the specific steps to strengthen the legal framework to
strengthen cooperation against international terrorism, transnational organized crime and drug
trafficking
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. The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)

. The ASEAN Declaration on Transnational Crime 1997

. The ASEAN Declaration on Joint Action to Counter Terrorism 2001
The ASEAN Work Programme to Combat Transnational Crime 2002
. Declaration of ASEAN Concord Il (Bali Concord) 2003

ASEAN Convention on Counter-terrorism 2007 (ACCT)

ASEAN Community

Nows W
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1. ASEAN Security Community (ASC)
2. ASEAN Economic Community (AEC)
3. ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community (ASCC)
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1. ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on transnational Crime (AMMTC)
2. ASEAN Comprehensive Plan of Action on Counter Terrorism 2017 JACPOA)
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1. ASEAN-India Strategic Partnership towards achieving the goals and objectives of the
ASEAN:-India Partnership for Peace, Progress and Shared Prosperity 2004.

2. Plan of Action to Implement the ASEAN-India Strategic Partnership towards achieving the
goals and objectives of the ASEAN-India Partnership for Peace, Progress and Shared Prosperity
2021-2025
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1. ASEAN Maritime Forum (AMF)
2. Vientiane Action Programme 2004-2010
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