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Abstract

This article provides a comprehensive overview of the concept of the veto and
its various forms as they have evolved in the practice of the United Nations
Security Council. It focuses in particular on the notion of the “hidden veto” and
examines its fundamental role in the Council’s decision-making process. In the
post—Cold War era, the use of the hidden veto, primarily exercised through
informal consultations, has significantly increased among the permanent
members of the Security Council. The hidden veto has influenced the Council’s
decision-making process in two primary ways. First, through agenda control,
preventing the Security Council from formally addressing certain issues in other
words, through the censorship imposed by the five permanent members.
Second, by blocking action when an unwanted item does appear on the agenda.
In such cases, mechanisms such as deletion of language, softening of tone, and
dilution of resolution wording come into play. Theyalso include the weakening
of legal definitions of international crises, self-censorship and compounded
hidden vetoes, and even reverse vetoes.
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1. To Force Abstentions or Negative Vote
2. To Abstain or Vote Against
3. To Refrain from Voting
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1. Practice of Abstention or Absence from Proceedings
2. Entebbe

3. Sixth Veto

4. Sixth
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1. With Seven Abstentions
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1. Secret Veto
2. Pocket Veto
3. Unofficial Veto
4. Virtual Veto
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1. Controlling the Agenda
2. Blocking Action
3. The Partition of India
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1. Sri Lankan Tamils
2. Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE)
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1. Double Hidden Veto
2. Self-censorship

3. Peter Van Walsum
4. Sergey Lavrov

5. Genocide

6. Acts of Genocide
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1. Armed Conflicts

2. Situations of Concern
3. Reverse Veto

4. David D. Caron
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1. Mainly in Closed-Door Informal Consultations, Rather Than in Official Open Meetings
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